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STAFF. 

School  Medical  Officer: 

T.  R.  Roberton,  ('li.R.,  D.R.IT. 

Deputy  School  Medical  Officer: 

M.  B.  Clarke,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer: 

B.  S.  Jarvis,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.ll.  (from  1/8/51). 

C.  jM.  Conxolly,  ]M.B.,  B.C'h. 

Senior  Dental  Officer: 

H.  B.  Dawes,  L.D.S. 

Assistant  Dental  Officers: 

(Two  vacancies). 

Administrative  Assistant: 

H.  Allen  Lord,  B.A.,  A.C.C.S. 

Visiting  Specialists : 

1.  A.  TtiMARKiN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  D.L.O.,  Aural  Surgeon. 

E.  Allan,  M.B.,-  Ch.B.,  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

F.  C.  Dwyer,  jNI.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  IM.Ch.Orth.,  Orthopaedic, 

Consultant  Surgeon. 

School  Nurses: 

Mrs.  S.  Foulds. 

Miss  S.  PIart. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Rice. 

.Miss  D.  ]M.  Strickland. 

Dental  Attendant: 

Miss  G.  Williams. 

Clerks: 

Miss  D.  Green  (Clerk  in  charge). 

Miss  D.  Bernard. 

Mrs.  A.  PL  Kelley  (to  18th  July). 

Miss  B.  Burnett. 

Miss  E.  M.  Dunford. 

Miss  AI.  AIcDermott  (firom  12/11/51). 
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Health  Department, 
Town  Halt,, 

Bootle. 


May,  1952. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Memhern 

of  the  Education  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  forty-fourth  Annual  Deport  on 
the  health  of  the  school  children  in  Bootle. 

With  the  appointment  of  Dr.  B.  S.  Jarvis  as  an  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  on  1st  March,  the  medical  staff  of  the  department  reached  its 
full  establishment,  and  it  will  be  noticed  that  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  children  examined  at  the  routine  and  special  examina- 
tions and  also  of  the  number  of  children  submitted  for  re-examination. 

The  nutritional  standard  of  the  children  examined  as  entrants  to 
school  is  good;  the  average  weights  of  both  boys  and  girls  continue  to 
show  an  increase,  the  nutritional  standard  showing  a continuous 
improvement  since  1942.  Only  1’9  per  cent,  of  a total  of  4,893  children 
examined,  compared  with  3'5  per  cent,  for  the  previous  year,  are  noted 
as  being  of  pooi‘  generai  condition. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  also 
continues  to  improve,  1,891  cases  of  uncleanliness  being  reported  by  the 
school  nurses  as  against  1,938  in  the  previous  year,  while  there  was  also 
an  im])rovement  in  the  cases  attending  the  IMinor  Ailments  Clinic  with 
infections  of  the  skin — 1,800  cases  as  against  1,964  in  1950. 

Forty-foui'  childien  wei'e  referred  to  the  Chest  Physician  as  sus- 
pected to  be  suffering  fi'om  tuberculosis,  but  in  no  case  was  the  diagnosis 
confirmed,  while  five  cases  were  still  under  observation  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 
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There  was  an  increase  in  the  nunibcr  ul  cases  of  measles  and  whoop- 
ing cough  notified  in  scliool  children,  hut  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
showed  a slight  fall,  while  as  I'egai'ds  diphthei-ia,  tliougli  five  childixm 
were  admitted  to  hospital  as  suspected  cases,  in  none  was  the  iliagnosis 
confirmed. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  close  any  school  or  de[)artnienl  duiiiig  the 
year  owing  to  infectious  disease,  but  on  page  15  an  account  is  gi\en 
of  a sharp  outbreak  of  dysentery  which  occurred  in  a nursery  class. 

The  dental  treatment  in  connection  with  school  children  has  been 
badly  handicapped  by  the  temjJorary  closure  of  the  School  Medical  Clinic 
in  Balliol  Eoad,  but  it  is  hoped  that  when  the  Clinic  is  le-opened  in 
1952  facilities  will  be  available  for  more  conservative  treatment  to  be 
carried  out. 

In  submitting  this  report  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
acknowledge  my  indelhedness  to  the  Cliairman  and  Members  of  the 
Special  Services  Sub-Committee  for  their  interest  in  the  School  Health 
Service,  to  the  Director  of  Education  and  his  staff,  the  teachers  of  the 
Borough,  and  the  staff  of  my  Department  for  their  willing  help  and 
co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

T.  B.  EOBEETOX, 


School  Medical  Officer. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BOOTLE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

FOR  1951. 


Area  of  Bootle  in  aci'es  (exclusive  of  river  bed) — 3,054  (from  1/4/51). 

Population  of  Borough — Kegistrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  at 
30th  June,  1951—74,850. 

School  AtthxdaxcJ':.  The  following  statement  records  the  attend- 


ance  jrosition  in  January,  1952,  and 

shows  an 

increase 

of  452  on  the 

combined  rolls  of  the  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools  as 
the  previous  3'ear. 

Mean  No 

compared  with 

Average 

Primary  Schools — 

Number. 

on  Bolls, 

Attendance. 

County 

...  14  . 

..  3772 

...  3402 

Voluntary 

...  17  . 

..  4950 

...  4401 

Secondary  Schools — 

31 

8722 

7803 

County 

...  8 . 

..  2775 

...  2509 

Voluntary 

...  3 . 

..  721 

...  621 

11 

3496 

3130 

Mean  No.  o)i  Bolls  (all  schools) 

. 12,218 

CosT. — The  rateable  value  of  the  Borough  as  at  1st  April,  1951,  was 
£521,909. 

The  gross  cost  of  medical  iiis]H^clion  and  treatment  for  the  twelve 
months  ended  March  31st,  1951,  was  £11,21'.)  li)s.  lid.,  compared  with 
£11,027  Is.  Bd.  for  the  preceding  year.  The  (luxernincnt  Grant  was 
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ii6,“251  Os.  Od.,  sundry  I'ecc’ipts  iutalleil  tHOl  Os.  4d.,  and  the  net  cost 
was  .t4,107  19s.  7d.,  comi^ared  with  .t4,l''^0  Os.  7d.  for  the  preceding 
year. 

The  cost  under  this  head  per  child  on  the  school  I'olls  was  18s.  od. 
gross,  and  6s.  lOd.  net,  and  the  cost  in  terms  of  a ))enny  I'ate  was  5'74d. 
gross,  and  2T4d.  net. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

A statistical  summary  of  the  findings  of  medical  inspection  and  of 
the  kind  of  treatment  obtained  will  be  found  in  the  Ministiw  of  Educa- 
tion Keturns  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

(1)  Periodic  IMedical  Inspections. — Periodic  medical  inspections 
were  carried  out  in  all  schools  with  resi')ect  to  the  groups  siiecified  in 
paragrajih  49  (2)  of  the  Handicaioped  Pupils  and  School  Health  Service 
Regulations,  1945,  viz.;  — 

(a)  every  jmpil  admitted  for  the  first  time  to  a maintained  school 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  date  of  his  admission ; 

(b)  every  pujiil  attending  a maintained  Primary  School  during  the 
last  year  of  his  attendance  at  such  a school ; 

(c)  every  pupil  attending  a maintained  Secondary  School  during 
the  last  year  of  his  attendance  at  such  a school. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  inspections  totalled  8,898,  made  up 
as  follows: — Entrants  1,548,  Second  Age  Group  1,184,  and  Third  Age 
Group  1,211. 

(2)  Special  Examinations. — The  number  of  children  presented  for 
special  examination  was  4,2GU,  as  compared  with  8,623  in  the  pi’ecediug 
year;  4,245  of  these  were  seen  at  Minor  Ailments  Clinics,  while  the 
remaining  15  were  pi'esented  at  schools  in  the  course  of  routine  visits. 

(3)  Re-Examinations. — 4,811  re-examinations  of  children,  who  on 
examination  were  referred  for  treatment  or  further  observation,  were 
made  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  4,442  during  1950;  2,522  of 
these  were  jierformed  at  the  schools,  and  2,289  at  the  School  Medical 
GHices  and  Ilealth  Centre. 
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(4)  Misckj^lakkous  Examinations. — lu  addition  to  the  ordinary 
work  of  routine  and  sjieeial  exauiiuatioiis  and  re-inspections  undertaken 
during  the  year,  the  following  work  was  carried  out;  — 

Examination  of : — 

Children  as  to  fitness  for  employment  ...  ...  117 

,,  for  ascertainment  of  educational  sub- 
normality ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Other  children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

In  addition,  the  Director  of  Education  was  supplied  with  medical 
histories  of  192  juvenile  offenders.  The  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  such  reports  supplied  during  the  past  five  years:  — 


1951  192 

1950  227 

1949  204 

1948  266 

1947  132 


A summary  of  tin'  defects  noted  at  both  periodic  and  special 
examinations  showed  that  9,893  defects  were  referred  for  treatment  or 
further  observation. 

The  incidence  of  the  commoner  physical  defects  in  children  examined 
during  periodic  medical  inspection  was  as  follows: — Poor  general 
condition,  1'9  per  cent.;  squint,  2'4  per  cent.;  external  eye  disease,  2‘8 
per  cent.;  chronic  tonsillitis,  1‘7  per  cent.;  adenoids,  0’2  per  cent.; 
chronic  tonsillitis  and  adenoids,  0'2  per  cent. ; anaemia,  2‘7  per  cent. ; 
lung  disease,  7'3  per  cent.;  otorrhoea,  1'4  per  cent.;  enlarged  cervical 
glands,  11'8  per  cent.;  defective  vision,  26'3  per  cent.;  skin  conditions, 
5’2  per  cent.;  heai-t  (cong.  and  funct.),  3‘5  per  cent.;  rickets,  1'9  per 
cent.;  flat  feet,  14'0  per  cent.;  posture,  20  per  cent. 

Children  I’eferred  for  treatment  or  further  observation  constituted 
76' 1 per  cent,  of  the  entrants  examined,  77’8  per  cent,  of  the  primary 
leavers  examined,  and  76’0  per  cent,  of  the  third  group  examined. 


GENERAL  CONDITION. 

It  will  be  noti'd  in  Table  11  (B),  on  page  22,  that  classification  of 
the  children  by  “general  condition”  has  been  substituted  for  the  former 
classification  by  “nutrition”;  and  this  taiile  shows  that  out  of  a total 
of  3,893  children  examined  1'93  per  cent,  were'  gi'ouped  as  in  poor  general 
condition  as  comj)ared  with  3'51  pei'  cent,  last  year. 
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COMPAHATIVK  WKKillTS  (iN  K[r,OGi;AMS)  liF  S(  IIO(U,  1\NTIJA\TS  IX  19;)1 

AND  EaP.MRR  YkAUS. 


Date  of 
Examination. 

Number 

examined. 

Boys. 

Average 

Weight. 

Girls. 

Number 

examined. 

Average 

Weight. 

1951 

801 

20T> 

714 

19-9 

1950 

525 

lO'O 

490 

18-8 

1949 

574 

19-8 

493 

18-8 

1948 

751 

20'1 

720 

19-6 

1947 

472 

19-4 

470 

18-9 

1946 

237 

18-7 

233 

18-1 

1945 

207 

191 

187 

18-3 

1942 

133 

181 

129 

17-5 

1938 

709 

18-6 

654 

18-0 

CLEANLINESS. 

The  total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  schools  by 
School  Nurses  for  verminous  conditions  was  35,389,  and  there  were 
1,891  instances  in  which  children  were  noted  as  unclean.  Last  year's 
figures  were  29,317  and  1,938  resj^ectively. 

CLOTHING  AND  FOOTWEAR. 

Clothing  and  footwear  are  provided  in  accordance  with  Section  5 
of  the  Education  (iNliscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  19-18.  Tlu'  figures 
given  hereundei  show  the  numbers  dealt  with  during  lt)51  : — 

Free  Issues  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  821 

Issues  on  Part  Payment  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Full  Cost  Ilecoverable  from  Parents  ...  ...  27 


877 


In  several  cases,  where  it  was  thought  the  parents  might  be  failino- 

o I O 

in  their  duty  to  provide  adecpiate  clothing  for  school  attendance,  the 
N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector  was  asked  to  pay  a friendly  visit. 
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MIKOR  AILMENTS  CLINICS. 

The  daily  cdinics  for  tlie  treatment  of  rninoi'  ailments  dealt  with 
4,T29  detects,  amongst  which  minor  septic  infections  of  the  skin  were 
the  commonest  conditions.  The  attendances  numbered  15,100,  exclud- 
ing T20  of  childien  below  school  age,  as  compared  with  13,140  in  1950. 
1,070  exclusion  certificates  were  given,  mainlj'  on  account  of  minor 
ailments  but  also  on  account  of  infectious  diseases. 

SKIN  DISEASES. 

As  a result  of  the  inspections  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics,  1,800 
children,  or  44  i^er  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  children  attending, 
were  found  to  be  suffering  from  infections  of  the  skin.  Details  of  these 
infections  are  given  in  Table  IV  on  page  23. 

Scabies  Clinic. 

The  decline  in  the  incidence  of  scabies  among  school  children  is 
shown  in  the  following  table:  — 


1951 

Cases  found  at 
Special 

Examinations. 

8 

Cases  found  at 
Eoutine 
Inspections. 

Nil 

1950 

9 

— 

1949 

25 

— 

1948 

36 

4 

1947 

69 

7 

1946  . 

...  151 

8 

1945 

...  188 

13 

1944 

...  371 

11 

VISION  AND  EYE  DEFECTS. 

Vision. — Entrants  are  not  examined  for  defective  vision  at  routine 
examinations,  but  during  the  year  the  other  age  groups  were  so 
examined,  and  361  or  15'4  per  cent,  were  found  to  have  defective  vision 
requiring  further  examination  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon.  In  addition 
1,461  eight-year-olds  were  tested  with  Snellen's  Types  by  School 
Nurses  and  153  were  referred  for  examination  by  the  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon. 
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Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

The  number  of  new  cases  seen  at  tlie  Clinic  during  11)51  was  437, 
and  the  total  number  of  attendances  was  1,696. 

All  children  with  glasses  have  their  visual  acuity  tested  by  the 
School  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  once  a year,  if  circumstances  permit,  while 
the  cases  of  high  myopia  receive  full  examination  more  fre(iuently. 

Squint. 

At  routine  examinations  95  cases  of  squint  were  found,  and  22 
cases  were  found  among  pupils  specially  referred  for  examination. 
Fifteen  were  oj^erated  on  by  the  School  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  at  Bootle 
Oeneral  Hospital. 


External  Eye  Diseases. 

Inflammatory  conditions  of  the  external  eye  were  noted  in  110  cases 
at  periodic  inspections,  and  in  353  cases  at  siDecial  inspections. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  EAR,  NOSE,  AND  THROAT. 

The  total  number  on  the  Eegister  at  the  end  of  1951  was  620  (this 
total  included  54  infants  below  school  age).  The  566  school  children 
included  85  cases  of  otorrhoea,  318  of  defects  of  nose  and  throat,  and  28 
of  deafness;  and  the  toddlers  included  12  cases  of  otorrhoea,  and  28 
of  defects  of  nose  and  throat  and  3 deafness. 

Clinics  held  during  the  year  totalled  30,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  12  per  session.  In  addition,  20  consultative  aural  clinics  were  held 
by  Mr.  Tumarkin;  624  examinations  were  made  (including  55  toddlers) 
and  165  cases  referred  to  the  special  department  of  local  hospitals. 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

At  periodic  inspections  during  the  past  year  chronic  tonsillitis  was 
recorded  in  1‘7  per  cent.,  while  disease  of  both  tonsils  and  adenoids 
was  detected  in  0'2  per  cent.  28  cases  are  known  to  have  received 
operative  treatment  as  in-patients  at  Bootle  Genei'al  Hospital,  and  150 
cases  other  forms  of  treatment. 
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DENTAL  DEFECTS. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  only  one  dental  officer  was  available 
for  duty. 

A full  tabular  statement  of  the  work  of  the  Dental  Seiwice  is  given 
in  Table  V at  the  end  of  this  Keport. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  44  suspected  cases  were  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer.  Cases  definitely  considered  not  to  be  suffering  from  diseases  of 
tuberculous  origin  numbered  35,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  5 were  still 
under  observation,  2 cases  did  not  attend,  and  2 failed  to  return. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cases  dealt  with  during  the  past  eight 
years ; — 


Total 
referred 
to  T.O. 

Diagnosed 

Did  not 
attend. 

Under 
observation 
at  end  of 
year. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Other  forms 
of  Tubercu- 
losis. 

Non-Tuber- 

culous. 

1951 

44 

— 

— 

35 

4 

5 

1950 

38 

1 

— 

25 

4 

8 

1949 

38 

— 

— 

33 

— 

5 

1948 

75 

1 

2 

60 

4 

8 

1947 

55 

1 

1 

42 

3 

8 

1946 

43 

1 

— 

28 

7 

7 

1945 

46 

21 

2 

30 

2 

9 

1944 

40 

3 

1 

27 

4 

6 

Eesidential  treatment  of  tuberculous  children  of  school  age  was 
provided  during  the  year  at  the  Liveriiool  Open-Air  Hospital  for  Children. 


CRIPPLING  DEFECTS  AND  ORTHOPAEDICS. 

There  is  no  change  to  record  in  the  arrangements  described  in 
former  reports  for  the  ascertainment  and  treatment  of  crippling  defects. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Sessions  are  held  at  monthly  intervals,  with  .Mr.  h.  C.  Dwyer  as 
Consultant  Surgeon  and  Mr.  J.  O’Garra,  < )i'ilio[)aedic  Eegistrai'. 
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()rtlioj)iie(tic  Sui->>eons  paid  tliirtaen  \ isits  to  the  Clinic  dui  iiij;'  the 
year,  and  examined  337  cases  I'et'ei’i'ed  to  them.  Of  the  patients  seen, 
4d  wei'e  discharged,  while  ‘25U  were  advised  to  remain  under  treatment 
and  supervision;  31  cases  were  referred  to  hos])ital,  and  in  the  11  remain- 
ing cases  no  treatment  was  considered  necessary. 

A Remedial  Exercises  Clinic  is  held  each  Saturday  morning,  under 
the  direction  of  a School  Nurse,  imuidy  for  the  correction  of  flat  feet 
and  bad  postu.-e.  d’he  attendances  during  the  year  numbered  467. 

HANDICAPPED  PUPILS. 

The  dehnition  of  the  various  categories  of  handicapped  pupils  is  set 
forth  in  paragraph  3 of  the  llandica])].ed  ru])ils  and  School  Health 
Service  Regulations,  1945,  and  the  numbei's  in  the  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  are  as  follows:  — 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 


(a)  Blind 

— ... 

2 

o 

(b)  Partially  sighted  ... 

— 

1 ... 

1 

(c)  Deaf 

7 ... 

-1  ... 

11 

(d)  Partially  deaf 

6 ... 

5 

11 

(e)  Delicate 

13  . . . 

8 ... 

21 

(f)  Diabetic 

— ... 

1 ... 

1 

(g)  Educationally  Sub-Normal 

44  ... 

26  ... 

70 

(h)  Epileptic 

2 

1 ... 

1) 

(i)  Maladjusted 

3 ... 

5 

(j)  Physically  Handicapped  ... 

13  ... 

10  ... 

23 

(k)  Suffering  from  Speech  Defect  ... 

‘) 

*) 

2 

5 

(1)  Suffering  from  multiple  disabilities 

3 ... 

5 

8 

91 

67 

161 

Seventeen  boys  and  seventeen  girls  are  altending  Special  Sehools. 

COMMUNICABLE  DISEASE. 

No  scho<jl  or  department  was  closed  on  account  of  communicable 
disease  dui'ing  the  year. 

Scarlet  Eevkr. — The  number  of  cases  notified  in  children  of  school 
age  was  53,  compared  wdth  62  in  1950  and  107  in  1949. 


L)ji>iitukuia. — Five  cases  were  notitied  in  cliildieu  of  school  age 
(but  the  diagnosis  was  not  contiinic(l ),  as  conipared  with  uiiie  Jiotihed 
ill  195U  and  22  in  1949. 

jMeasles. — Nine  hundred  and  twenty-two  cases  were  notified 
amongst  school  children,  as  against  151  in  1950  and  129  in  1949. 

Chicken-Pox. — Fourteen  ctises  were  reported,  as  against  6 in 
1950  and  17  in  1949. 

]\luMi'S.— Six  cases  were  repoited,  compared  with  17  in  1950  and 
S in  1949. 

^V HOOPING  Coi'GH. — 'riiree  hundi’ed  and  sixty-six  cases  were  notified 
amongst  school  children,  as  compared  with  80  in  1950  and  136  in  1949. 

Protection  against  Diphtheria. 

Immunisation  of  children  as  described  in  previous  reports  com- 
menced in  1932,  and  during  the  year  843  children  under  five  y^ears  of 
age  and  23  children  of  school  age  completed  the  course.  Arrangements 
now  operate  whereby  children  already  immunised  and  about  to  enter 
school  are  offered  a third  inoculation  in  order  to  raise  their  immunity 
at  the  beginning  of  their  school  life,  and  111  children  were  so  treated 
during  the  year. 

NURSERY  CLASSES. 

No.  of  Average  No. 


new  admissions 

No.  on  roll 

in  Attendance 

ai  1951. 

on  17/12/51. 

Jan. -Dec.  1951. 

Linacre  Nursery 

30 

29 

28 

St.  Monica’s 

73 

41 

54 

Salisbury  ... 

74 

60 

55 

St.  Mary’s  ... 

49 

58 

60 

Hawthorne  ... 

31 

23 

28 

257 

211 

225 

'I’his  year  there  lias 

igain  been  no  variation  in  tlie  re 

gulations  of 

acce[)tance  for  admission 

to  the  Nursery  Classes.  Apart 

from  most 

exceptional  circumstances,  admissions  are  still  limited  to  one  child  from 
any  one  family,  as  tlie  demand  for  places  greatly  exceeds  the  number 
of  places  available. 
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The  students  in  tlie  Xurserv  Classes  wlio  at'c  studying  for  the 
Xatioiial  X*ursery  Xurse’s  Certificate  \isitc'd  the  baby  clinics  to  gain 
e.\i)erience  in  the  baiidling  of  young  l)alMes. 

Ilealtli  Visitors  continued  to  supervise  tlie  hygiene  and  cleaidiuess 
of  the  cliildren  and  the  lJej)uty  School  .Medical  Officer  made  frequent 
visits.  One  hundred  and  ninety-three  children  received  a routine 
medical  inspection;  59  were  refeired  tor  treatment  which  was  available 
at  the  School  Clinics,  and  07  for  observation. 

SoxxK  Uvsi'UVi'KKV. — A small  outbreak  of  s.onne  dysentery  occurretl 
in  a nui’sery  class  in  October,  five  cliildren  being  reported  as  absent  with 
diarrhoea.  A'isits  were  immediately  made  for  the  isolation  and  su] cr- 
vision  of  the  cases.  The  homes  of  all  the  patients  and  contacts  were 
visited,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  collection  of  specimens.  All 
the  cases  were  kept  under  supervision  until  throe  negative  siiecirnens 
had  been  obtained.  In  all,  specimens  were  obtained  from  117  per.sons 
and  the  following  shows  the  incidence  of  ]iositive  specimens:  — 


Children  under  school  age  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  attending  nursery  class  ...  ...  10 

,,  ,,  other  schools  ...  ...  8 

Adults  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

A total  in  all  of  35  positive  sjiecimens. 


AFTER  CARE. 

Arrangements  for  the  after-care  of  childien  ascertained  to  be  suffer- 
ing from  defects  remained  as  described  in  ].revious  reports,  viz.,  verbal 
or  written  advice  is  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  or  School  Xurse, 
together  with  I'e-inspection  each  teian.  In  the  course  of  their  after-care 
work  the  School  Xui’ses  paid  1,007  visits  tt)  the  homes  to  explain  the 
need  for  treatment  and  the  way  in  which  it  could  be  obtained. 

PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 

During  the  year  the  Xetheidon  Moss  Kitchen  and  Dining  Hall  were 
taken  over  from  ttie  Lancashire  County  Kducation  Committee,  and  the 
Cloucestei'  Hoad  Diinng  Hall  was  opened. 
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The  luiinber  of  school  dimieis  supplied  was:  — 


Oil  payment 


184,744 

558,786 


Total  ...  743,580 


l\liUK. — The  iiumlier  of  oiie-third  jiint  bottles  of  milk  provided 
during  the  period  under  review  was  2,027,789. 

'rhe  nuinlier  of  individual  children  siqiplied  M’itli  meals  and  milk 
on  a normal  day  in  October  was:  — 


Aleals — Free 
Paid 


Total 


4,058 


Milk  11,770 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Durrant,  Organiser  of  Physical  Training,  submits  the 
following  report  on  this  important  aspect  of  education : — 

S 

The  1944  Act. — It  is  now  posable  to  note  some  of  the  effects  on 
physical  education  of  the  Education  Act  of  1944. 

The  post-war  schools,  now  emerging,  show  in  design,  accommoda- 
tion and  equipment,  a remarkable  advance  on  the  slowly  progressive 
standards  reached  during  the  last  half-century.  In  particular,  provision 
for  social  and  physical  welfare  now  includes,  where  possible,  adequate 
indoor  and  outdoor  accommodation  furnished  for  a large  range  of 
activities;  storage  for  apparatus  and  clotliing;  and  facilities  for  showers 
and  the  practice  of  iiersonal  hygiene. 

Improved  status  aiul  conditions  have  fostered  a new  spirit  in  the 
secondary  schools,  wliere  tlie  raising  of  the  leaving  age  ])resents  more 
scope  and  fresh  problems,  llei'e,  a conception  of  physical  education  is 
developing  whereby  the  older  children  can  experience  social  and  physical 
benefits  latent  in  the  extra  year.  This  social  growth  is  reflected  in  the 
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variety  of  “ Club  Activities,"  many  of  whicli  take  place  out  of  school 
hours,  'riu'se  include',  in  addition  to  team  games — athletics,  dancing, 
lawn  tenuis,  swinnning,  boxing,  camjeing,  badminton,  iK'lhall,  and 
table  tennis — few  of  which  bad  any  ])lace  in  tlie  old  " Elementary 
system . 

Kt'cent  statistics  show  increases  in  height,  weight  and  resistance  to 
disease  going  liand-in-hand  with  an  extended  nu-als  service.  Besides 
tbeii'  nutritional  effect,  meals  served  at  school  gi\e  oi)i)0)'tunity  for  ti'ain- 
ing  in  the  arts  and  graces.  Where  the  school  hall  is  still  used  for  dining 
purposes  there  may  be  some  interference  in  its  use  foi'  other  activities. 

'J’hk  Xkw  Ai'i’uo.vcii. — Some  aspects  of  the  new  appioach  to  i)hysical 
education  are  still  tentative  and  exj)eiimental.  Since  a fundamental 
change  of  attitude  is  necessaiy  in  teachers  trained  on  moi'e  foianal  lines, 
ju'Ogi'ess  is  not  uniform,  nor  has  there  been  pressure  to  force  the  pace. 
Ex])ei-ience  of  formei'  transitional  ])eriods  proves  that  sound  pi'ogress 
must  be  founded  on  the  personal  conviction  of  the  teacher. 

Tendencies  most  marked  in  the  ja'iniary  schools  ai'c  to  dist-euse 
with  formal  class  formations,  to  give  fi  eei’  choice  of  activities,  to  develop 
more  small  group  activities,  to  use  observational  and  coaching  technique 
instead  of  direction,  and  to  focus  attention  on  individual  rather  than 
class  progress.  The  iidvantage  of  this  approach  is  that  th.e  child  pro- 
gresses at  his  own  pace,  gains  confidence  in  a variety  of  bodily  skills 
which  he  has  opportunity  to  practise  and  feels,  as  an  individual,  a 
personal  creative  interest  in  the  lesson. 

d’he  new  methods  used  need  more  large  and  small  e(iiii])ment. 
Bni'ing  recent  years  there  has  heen  no  specific  grant  foi'  its  ])i'ovision 
and  some  schools  ai'e  short  of  elementary  needs.  'the  I'ubber  mats 
recently  provided  go  a long  way  towards  developing  cei'tain  asjiects  of 
the  work — particuhu'ly  remedial  and  jireventive  “ footwork  " which,  to 
be  really  effective,  must  he  started  early  and  taken  bare-footed. 

Teachers'  Cocrses. — 'to  help  teacliers  to  keej)  in  touch  with 
developments,  the  following  courses  were  held  locally:  — 

Physical  Education:  Eoui'  sessions  of  demonstral  ion  lessons  and  dis- 
cussions emphasising  recent  tendi'iicics  in  the  work. 
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Two  evening  sessions  in  wliieli  films  were  shown  illnstrnting  modern 
methods  of  approach. 

An  Association  Football  Coui'se  of  six  sessions. 

An  Athletics  Course — oi'ganised  jointly  with  Lancashire  County — 
consisting  of  four  evening  and  three  afternoon  sessions.  (As  a result 
of  this  course  some  teachers  improved  their  qualifications  as  A.A.A. 
honorary  coaches.) 

Swimming. — Swimming  instruction  continued  throughout  the  year. 
From  April  to  September  all  schools  had  at  least  one  period  at  the  baths, 
and  the  attendance  of  schools  inconveniently  situated  was  assisted  by 
the  provision  of  special  trans2iort.  There  was  a slight  increase  in  the 
number  of  winter  classes  and  restoration  of  ’bus  transport  during  the 
winter  would  bring  many  more  schools  into  the  programme. 

For  the  first  time  the  number  of  successes  topj^ed  the  thousand 
mark.  Tliese  included  860  certificates  awarded  through  the  Schools’ 
Swimming  Association  and  214  awards  as  a result  of  external  examina- 
tion. Six  schools  included  life-saving  as  jiart  of  their  more  advanced 
instruction  and  five  teams  were  entered  for  the  Schoolboys'  Life  Saving 
Comiietition  at  the  Police  Gala. 

Two  galas  organised  by  the  Schools’  Swimming  Association  were 
held.  Both  were  supported  by  all  the  boys’  schools  in  the  Borough. 
The  standard  of  swimming  was  high  and  all  inter-school  competitions 
were  keenly  contested.  Three  schools  organised  their  own  swimming 
sports,  which  provided  opportunities  for  most  of  their  swimmers  to 
compete. 

Field  G.\mes — .By  making  use  of  all  space  available  it  was  iiossible 
for  all  senior  and  some  junior  classes  to  have  a weekly  period  of  field 
games.  Demands  of  school  sports,  school  leagues,  athletic  training, 
games  centres,  etc.,  out  of  school  hours,  were  also  met. 

Attendance  at  the  Stuart  Road  Field  averaged  3,6UU  weekly,  and  it 
is  estimated  tliat  an  additional  600  children  were  engaged  outside  school 
hours  in  inter-school  activities.  About  2,000  children — mainly  boys — 
were  accommodated  at  Orrell  Pleasure  (fi'ound  and  Orrell  Lodge,  whei'e 
2)laying  conditions  were  poor.  Hecent  de^■elopmenf  at  Stuart  Road 
include  a Pugby  Football  i)itch  and  a Ci'icket  Stpiare. 
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Voluntary  Activities. — Te.Hchevs’  Associations  coiitimiecl  to  furtlier 
sport  and  social  activities.  'I’hese  included  Associations  for  S\vimnlin<,^ 
C'ricket,  Football,  Boxing,  Athletics  and  Netball,  and  represented  a 
voluntary  contribution  whose  value  could  not  be  over-estimated. 

Other  matters  of  note  were;  recognition  by  the  ll.L.S.S.  of  excep- 
tional work  in  swimming  and  life-saving;  camping  activities;  winning 
of  the  grammar  schools'  football  trophy;  National  and  County  boxing 
honours;  development  of  Rugby  football;  and  the  nomination  of  a 
teacher  to  attend  an  iM.C.C.  Course  in  the  coaching  of  cricket. 

CiRLs'  Schools. — Much  of  the  foregoing  is  of  general  application 
but,  in  the  absence  of  a woman  organiser,  the  following  notes  are 
added : — 

The  greater  interest  in  field  games,  noted  last  year,  continued. 
iMore  equipment  was  provided  and  more  organised  games  periods  allo- 
cated. The  evening  games  centre — open  twice  weekly  during  the 
summer — attracted  about  eighty  children  each  evening.  The  main 
interests  were  hockey,  netball  and  rounders,  and  an  inter-school  Netball 
Association  was  formed. 

Belay  in  the  opening  of  the  new  bath  again  limited  swimming 
instruction,  but  a few  schools  took  advantage  of  winter  facilities.  The 
newly-formed  Swimming  Association  prepared  standards  and  a I'evised 
2)rogramme  for  use  as  soon  as  the  new  bath  is  ready.  Fifty-nine  awards 
of  certificates  were  notified  by  five  schools  and  one  school  gained  14 
successes  at  R.L.S.S.  examination. 

Lawn  tennis  was  restricted  to  the  two  schools  having  their  own 
facilities:  more  general  particdpation  depends  on  the  restoration  of 
courts  in  the  public  parks.  It  is  unfortunate  that  opportunities  for  the 
playing  of  tennis  are  so  small. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG  PERSONS. 

One  hundred  and  twelve  children  desiring  employment  as  messenger 
boys  or  girls  were  examined,  and  certificates  were  granted  in  all  but  one 
case.  These  interviews  gave  opportunity  to  advise  on  faults  in  hygiene 
and  to  obtain  treatment  of  physical  defects.  Two  certificates  were 
granted  subject  to  re-examination.  Five  certificates  for  pantomime 
entertainers  were  granted. 
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MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION 
MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS, 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1951. 

TABLE  I. 

iMEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING  MAINTAINED 
PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING 
SPECIAL  SCHOOLS). 


A.— PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups — 
Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group 


Total 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections 


Grand  Total 


B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Re-Inspections  ... 


Total 


C.— PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 

For  defective  For  an^  of  the  other 
Group.  vision  (excluding  conditions  recorded 

Total 

individual 

(1) 

squint) . 

(2) 

in  Table  II.-v. 

(3) 

pupils. 

(4) 

Entrants 

9 

479 

482 

Second  Age  Group 

173 

297 

420 

Third  Age  Group 

179 

378 

496 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

361 

1154 

1398 

Other  Periodic  Inspections  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Grand  Total 

361 

. 1154 

1398 

1,548 

1,134 

1,211 


3,893 


3,893 


4,754 

4,811 


9,565 
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TABLE  II. 

/V.— RETURN  01  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  3l8t  DECEMBER,  1951. 


PeUIODIC  ISSPEC'J  io.\s 

Speciai,  Inspec'i'ions 

No.  of  defects 

No.  of  defects 

i/elCL't 

Code 

No. 

Dulect  or  Disease 

(11 

Requiring 

treatment 

(21 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

(31 

Requiring 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment, 

(5} 

1. 

Skin 

05 

75 

1443 



Eyes — a.  Vision 

261 

214 

113 

3 

b.  Squint 

50 

45 

22 

2 

c.  Other 

04 

24 

353 

— 

6. 

Ears — a.  Hearing 

*22 

38 

— 

18 

h.  Otitis  Media  . 

22 

28 

157 

— 

c.  Other 

105 

87 

222 

— 

7. 

Nose  or  Throat 

134 

668 

257 

34 

8. 

Speech  ...  

5 

29 

— 

2 

9. 

Cervical  Glands 

•21 

388 

•2 

27 

10. 

Heart  and  Circulation... 

29 

131 

— 

10 

11. 

Lungs 

80 

192 

31 

2 

12. 

Developmental — 
a.  Hernia 

4 

3 

1 

b.  Other 

47 

62 

t.  

— 

13. 

Orthopaedic — 

a.  Posture 

15 

48 

•2 

2 

b.  Flat  Foot 

471 

51 

61 

1 

c.  Other 

52 

127 

46 

8 

11. 

Nervous  System — 
a.  Epilepsy 

9 

3 

b.  Other 

— 

24 

1 

10 

16. 

Psychological — 

a.  Development.. 

12 

37 

1 

b.  Stability 

— 

— 

— 

8 

i6. 

Other  

673 

798 

1 663 

IS 
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B.- CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  PUPILS  INSPECTED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  AGE  GROUPS. 


Age  Groups 

Ninntier 

of 

Pupils 

Inspected 

A 

( Good ) 

B 

(Fair) 

C 

(Poor) 

No. 

% 

of  col.  2 

No. 

% 

of  col.  2 

No. 

% 

of  col. 2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants 

1548 

485 

31-33 

1032 

66-67 

31 

2-00 

Second  Age  Group 

1134 

365 

3219 

745 

65-69 

24 

2-12 

Third  Age  Group 

1211 

384 

31-71 

807 

66-64 

20 

1 -05 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

3893 

1234 

31-70 

2584 

66-37 

75 

1-93 

TABLE  III. 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN. 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the 

school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  ...  ...  135,889 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  examined  ...  11,798 

(iiij  Total  nundjer  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  1,891 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleans- 

ing notices  were  issued  (Section  54  (2),  Education 
Act,  1944)  

(v)  Number  of  individual  juipils  in  respect  of  whom  cleans- 

ing orders  were  issued  (Section  54  (3),  Education 
Act,  1944) 


5 
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TABLE  IV. 


TREATMENT  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING  MAINTAINED  PRIMARY 
AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS). 


(IROUP  1.— DISEASES  OF  TFIE  SKIN  (exL-ludiiig  micleanliness,  for 

whicli  see  Table  111). 


Kingworin — (i)  Seal]) 
(ii)  Body 

Scabies 


K iiijiber  of  cases  treated  or  under 


treatment  dui 
bv  the  Authority 
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iug  the  year 

otherwise. 

9 
1 
3 


Impetigo  ... 

Otliei'  skill  diseases 


165  ...  6 

1604  . . . 127 


Total 


1800  ...  146 


GROUP  2.— EYE  DISEASES,  DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT. 


External  and  otliei’,  excluding  errors 
refraction  and  squint 
Errors  of  Refraction  (including  s(|uint) 


Number  of  cases  dealt  with 
by  the  Authority.  otherwise, 
of 

450  ...  8 

1052*  ...  — 


Total 1502 

Number  of  jiupils  for  whom  spectacles  were — 

(a)  Prescribed  ...  ...  ...  ...  6d4* 

1(5)  Obtained  ...  ...  ...  ...  356* 


8 


Total 1000 


* Including  cases  dealt  with  under  arrangement.s  with  the  Supplementary 

Ophthalmic  Services. 

f Under  Health  Scheme,  patients  can  attend  any  OpLiciaii.  'I'hi.s  figure  only 

is  known  to  the  .\uthority. 
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GEO  UP  8.— UlSEAHES  ANE  DEEECTS  OE  EAE,  NOSE 

AND  THEOAT. 

Number  of  cases  treated 


Eeceived  opertitive  treatment  — 

by  the  Authority. 

otherwise. 

{a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear 

— 

9 

{h)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis  . 

— 

15 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  tliroat  conditions  — 

18 

Eeceived  other  forms  of  treatment  ... 

•26-2 

— 

Total  ... 

•262 

37 

GEOUP  4.— OETHOP.EDIC  AND  POSTUEAL  DEFECTS. 

(a)  Number  treated  as  in-patieiits  in  hospitals  4 

Number  of  cases  treated 
by  the  Authority.  otherwise. 
{b)  Number  treated  otherwise,  e.y.,  in  clinics 

or  out-patient  departments  ...  85  ...  214 

GEOUP  5.— CHILD  GUIDANCE  TEEATAIENT, 

In  the  Authority’s 
Child  Guidance 

Clinics.  Elsewhere. 

Number  of  pupils  treated  at  Child  Guidance 

Clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ...  7 


GEOUP  6.— SPEECH  THEEAPY. 

Number  of  cases  treated 
by  the  Authority.  otherwise. 

Number  of  pupils  trciited  by  Speech 

Theraj^ists  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ...  — 


GEOUP  7.— OTHEE  TEEAlhAIENT  GIVEN. 


Number  of  cases  treated 

by  the  Authority. 

otherwise. 

(a)  Miscellaneous  minor  ailments 

1229 

175 

Total  ... 

1-229 

175 
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TABLE  V. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  CARRIED  OUT 

BY  THE  AUTHORITY. 

(1)  Xuinher  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers:  — 


(ii)  Periodic  aye  croups  carried  forward  from  previous 

year  ...  . ...  ...  ...  ...  589 

(/»)  Specials  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4074 

Total  (1)  ...  ...  4663 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  4452 

(3)  Number  referred  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  4452 

(4)  Number  actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4074 

(5)  .Vttendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  ...  ...  4243 

(6)  Half-days  devoted  to:  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  4 

Treatment  ...  ...  ...  404 

Total  (6) 408 

(7)  Fillings:  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  215 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  (7) 215 

(8)  Number  of  teeth  filled:  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  156 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  — 

Total  (8) 156 

(9)  Extractions:  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  962 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  4825 

Total  (9) 5787 

(10)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  3544 

(11)  Other  operations:  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  293 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  — 


293 


Total  (11) 
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STAFF  OF  THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


*Medical  Officers 
Dental  Officers 
School  Nurses 
Dental  Attendant  . . . 

* One  post 


Four. 

One  whole-time;  two  vacancies. 
Four. 

One  whole-time. 

vacant  during  January  and  February. 


LOCATION  OF  SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

The  majority  of  Clinic  Sessions  are  held  at  the  Health  Centre, 
Knowsley  Eoad,  during  the  re-building  of  the  School  Medical  Offices, 
Balliol  Koad.  Clinics  are  also  held  temporarily  in  the  Church  Hall. 
Hertford  Eoad. 


PARTICULARS  OF  CLINIC  SESSIONS  HELD. 


Examination  and/or 
treatment 

Health  Centre,  Knowsley  Road 

Church  ECall, 
Hertford  Road 

By  staff  of  local 
health 
authority 

Under  arrange- 
ments made 
with  the  Liver- 
pool Regional 
Hospital  Board 

By  staff  of 
local  health 
authority 

A.  Minor  ailment  and 
other  non-specialist 
examination  or 
treatment 

B.  Dental 

C.  Ophthalmic  . . 

D.  Ear  Nose  & Throat 

E.  Orthopaedic 

Daily  a.m. 

Daily 

Thrice  weekly 
Once  weekly 

Once  monthly 
Once  monthly 

Daily  a.m. 
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HANDICAPPED  PUPILS  REQUIRING  EDUCATION  AT  SPECIAL 
SCHOOLS  or  BOARDING  IN  BOARDING  SCHOOLS. 


Blind 

Partially 

sighted 

Deaf 

Partially 

deaf 

Delicate 

Physically 

handicapped 

Educationally 

sub-normal 

Maladjusted 

Epileptic 

Total  I -9 

(I) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(lo) 

In  the  calendar  year  : — 

A.  Handicapped  Pupils 
newly  placed  in  Special 
Schools  or  Homes 

I 

I 

4 

I 

7 

B.  Handicapped  Pupils 
newly  ascertained  as 
requiring  education  at 
Special  Schools  or 
boarding  in  Homes  . . 

I 

I 

19 

I 

22 

On  or  about  Dec.  ist. 

C.  Number  of  Handi- 
capped Pupils  from 
the  area  : — 

(i)  attending  Special 
Schools  as  Day 
Pupils 

4 

4 

Boarded  Pupils 

2 

I 

lO 

7 

— 

I 

4 

— 

2 
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(ii)  Boarded  in  Homes 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

2 

— 

3 

(iii)  attending  assisted 
schools  (under 
approved  arrange- 
ments) 

Total  (C)  . . 

2 

lO 

7 

— 

I 

9 

2 

2 

34 

D.  Number  of  Handi- 
capped Pupils  being 
educated  under  ar- 
rangements m a d e 

under  Sec.  56  of  the 
Education  Act,  1944 — 
(a)  in  hospitals 

(b)  elsewhere 

— 

— 



5 

I 

— 

6 

E.  Number  of  Handi- 
capped Pupils  requir- 
ing places  in  special 
schools  (including  any 
such  unplaced  child- 
ren who  are  tempo- 
rarily receiving  home 
tuition) 

I 

I 

4 

4 

44 

2 

I 

57 

No.  of  children  reported  during  the  Calendar  Year 

Uniler  Section  57  (3)  of  Education  Act,  J944 
„ „ 37  (1)  ,, 

57  (51 

>1  » ♦ i 9 if  » i ii 
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